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§ 80.51 Ship earth station licensing.
(a) [Reserved] 
(b) A ship earth station authorized to 

operate the INMARSAT space segment 
must display the Commission license 
in conjunction with the commissioning 
certificate issued by the INMARSAT 
Organization. Ship earth stations that 
were operating in the MARISAT sys-
tem and are not commissioned by the 
INMARSAT Organization will continue 
to be used in the INMARSAT system 
without a commissioning certificate 
issued by the INMARSAT Organiza-
tion. The continued use of such equip-
ment, however, will not be permitted 
after September 1, 1991, unless a com-
missioning certificate is obtained from 
the INMARSAT Organization. Notwith-
standing the requirements in this para-
graph, ship earth stations can operate 
in the INMARSAT space segment with-
out an INMARSAT issued commis-
sioning certificate provided an appro-
priate written approval is obtained 
from the INMARSAT Organization in 
addition to the Commission’s license. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 63 
FR 68955, Dec. 14, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 45960, Aug. 
7, 2003, § 80.51 was revised effective October 6, 
2003. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text is set forth as follows:

§ 80.51 Ship earth station licensing. 
A ship earth station authorized to operate 

in the INMARSAT space segment must dis-
play the Commission license in conjunction 
with the commissioning certificate issued by 
the INMARSAT Organization. Notwith-
standing the requirements in this paragraph, 
ship earth stations can operate in the 
INMARSAT space segment without an 
INMARSAT issued commissioning certifi-
cate provided an appropriate written ap-
proval is obtained from the INMARSAT Or-
ganization in addition to the Commission’s 
license.

§ 80.53 Application for a portable ship 
station license. 

The Commission may grant a license 
permitting operation of a portable ship 
station aboard different vessels of the 
United States. 

[63 FR 68956, Dec. 14, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 68956, Dec. 
14, 1998, § 80.53 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 

effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 80.54 Automated Maritime Tele-
communications System (AMTS)—
System Licensing. 

AMTS licensees will be issued blan-
ket authority for a system of coast sta-
tions and mobile units (subscribers). 
AMTS applicants will specify the max-
imum number of mobile units to be 
placed in operation during the license 
period. 

[56 FR 3783, Jan. 31, 1991]

§ 80.55 Application for a fleet station 
license. 

(a) An applicant may apply for li-
censes for two or more radiotelephone 
stations aboard different vessels on the 
same application. Under these cir-
cumstances a fleet station license may 
be issued for operation of all radio sta-
tions aboard the vessels in the fleet. 

(b) The fleet station license is issued 
on the following conditions: 

(1) The licensee must keep a current 
list of vessel names and registration 
numbers authorized by the fleet li-
cense; 

(2) The vessels do not engage in voy-
ages to any foreign country; 

(3) The vessels are not subject to the 
radio requirements of the Communica-
tions Act or the Safety Convention.

§ 80.57 Canada/U.S.A. channeling ar-
rangement for VHF maritime public 
correspondence. 

(a) Canada/U.S.A. arrangement. Pursu-
ant to arrangements between the 
United States and Canada, assignment 
of VHF frequencies in the band 156–162 
MHz to public coast stations in certain 
areas of Washington state, the Great 
Lakes and the east coast of the United 
States must be made in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. 

(b) Definitions. On the west coast, spe-
cific terms are defined as follows: 

(1) Inland Waters Public Correspond-
ence Sector. A distinct geographical 
area in which one primary and one sup-
plementary channel is allotted. A num-
ber of local channels may also be au-
thorized. 

(2) Coastal Waters Public Correspond-
ence Sector. A distinct geographical 
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